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HAITPSIM 1. 3ACOBH MACOBOI KOMYHIKAIIII

Zabotnova M. V.

Postgraduate Student

Borys Grinchenko Kyiv University
Kyiv, Ukraine

POLITICAL INTERNET MEMES
AND THE WAY THEY CORRELATE WITH COVID-19

Covid-19 caused the situation of full domination throughout the news. Fur-
thermore, there exist a range of political memes devoted to verbalization of
news concerning world pandemic. Almost every politician eager to express
his/her opinion on the topic and, what is more, to propose ways of overcoming
existing medical mess. It expends the process of multimodal texts’ creation.

Our work is aimed at figuring out the specificity of implementation of po-
litical internet memes with context related to Covid-19. To achieve the men-
tioned aim there were accomplished the following tasks: reviewed latest works
devoted to political memes and Covid-19, were figured out lexical means used
to represent information concerning Covid-19 and were distinguished key fea-
tures of such memes.

Practical material was purposefully selected from official Instagram pages
which represent English News-agencies such as BBC, CNN, NBC, Politico,
and Washington Post.

Key features of political internet memes verbalization connected with
Covid-19 are not just medical masks and gloves but, as well, vaccination, death
roll, lockdowns, panic, etc. Officials do their best to represent their views. Such
speeches may be divided into two major types: to support the audience to make
them feel better while the second group tries to demonstrate their superiority
in current ruining situation.

The term “Internet meme” was firstly proposed by American author Mike
Godwin in 1993. Marta Dynel analyzed memes’ trend of 2020 [1, p. 190] she
pointed out that key trends of those memes were: the dissociative echoing of
multimodally quoted meme subjects (butts) sincerely wearing homemade
masks, the dissociative echoing of the collective voice of mask-wearers
through parodic imitation (including meme series, such as photographs of sub-
jects with saucepan lids or photoshopped anti-virus software CDs) and
(non)parodic offline/online pranks reported in social media.

In the frames of pandemic challenges and the role they play in politics for-
mation memes obtains more functions than before. We propose to determine
three types of political memes: textual, non-textual, and animated.

Textual memes can be divided into original (Pic. 1), symbiotic (Pic. 2), in-
tegrated (Pic. 3), fused (Pic. 4), and phrasal (Pic. 5). Significant quality of
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these memes are textual messages which can be incorporated as well as non-
incorporated.

Non-textual we propose to divide into original (Pic. 6), pictorial (Pic. 7),
and fused memes (Pic. 8). Non-textual memes can be characterized as those
which do not have any textual message but visual effects.

Animated political memes include GIFs (Pic. 9), fragmental textual memes
(Pic. 10), and fragmental non-textual memes (Pic. 11). These political memes
include short video-episodes with length not longer than thirty seconds.
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To prove the validity of the proposed classification there was conducted
the experiment which included 100 recipients. Thus, those three types of po-
litical memes can classify all the units due to the way of their presentation.
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Kuiscbkuii yHiBepcutet iMeHi bopuca ['pinueHka
M. KuiB, Ykpaina

KOHKYPC PYKOIIMCIB MACOBOI JIITEPATYPU:
BIJ CTPATETTI IO BPEHY

JlitepatypHi KOHKYpCH pyKONHCiB 200 BUAaHUX KHHUT B YKpaiHi MPOJOB-
XKYIOTh Ha0yBaTH MIMPOKO] MOy ISIPHOCTI. € MiJICTaBU BBAXKATH, 10 OpraHi3a-
is, 34e0LTBIIOr0 MelleHaTaMHu a00 BUIABHUIITBAMH, BiIOYBA€THCS JTOCHTH
poQeciifHO, OCKUTPKH 3aCHOBHUKH B OCHOBY HOMIHAIlill TTOKJIaal0Th KaHPO-
BUil OAiI. MeTa KOHKYPCIB — CTBOPUTH CIPHSITINBI YMOBH JJIsl 3B’ 13Ky aBTO-
piB i3 BHAABHHUIITBaMHU. 37eO1IBIIONO JiTEpaTypHi 3MaraHHs 3aBEPIIYOTHCS
BiZI3HaYEHHSIM NpemisMu. Tak, aBTOpUTETHUMHU € MiXKHapo/Ha Hejep)KaBHa
yKpaiHO-HiMelbKa JliteparypHa mpemist imeHi Onecs ['oHuapa juist Bxke BUJa-
HUX, & TAKOXK I[e HEONyOJIIKOBaHUX TBOPIB, 3aCHOBaHa B 1996 p. MUCbMEHHU-
uero Tersinoro Kymrescbkoro Ta ninnpuemiem [lirepom Kappenbeprom crii-
TBHO 3 HamioHampHOIO CIUTKOFO MMChbMEHHUKIB YKpainu; [Ipemis imeni FOpis
[leBenboBa, sIKy MPUCYIKYIOTh 32 BXKE OITyOJIIKOBaHy eceiCTHKY, 3aCHOBaHa
VYxpaincekum nearpom MixnapoaHoro I[TEH-xiry6y, KneBo-MoruistHCbKOIO
6i3Hec-1IK0II00, BUAABHUITBOM «/Jlyx 1 Jlitepa» Ta YKpaiHCBKUM HayKOBUM
iHctutyTOM ["apBapncekoro yHiBepcurery (CLLA); y 2005 p. BBC News 3a-
CHYBAJIO TIPEMilo 1Sl Bxke BUaaHux KHUr «Kuura poky BBC», «lutaua Kaunra
poxy BBC» ta «Kuura poxy BBC — Eceictuka». Cepex miTepaTypHHX KOHKY-
pciB € MixkHapoaHUit miTepaTypHuii KOHKypc «KopoHnarttis cioBay mist pyKo-
MUCIB, sIKI HE ONPHJIIOIHIOBAJIMCS, 3aCHOBAaHMN MelleHaTamMu TeTsHO Ta
IOpiem Jlorymamu B 1999 p.; MixkHapoaHuil JiTepaTypHUI KOHKYPC PYKOIIH-
ciB mpo3u «Kpunaruit JleB», 3acHoBaHMiA JIBBiBCHKOIO 00JIaCHOIO OpraHiza-
uiero HamionampHoi Crinku nucbMeHHHKIB Ykpainu; KoHKypc BHIaBHMUII-
TBa «CMOJIOCKUI» JJIs PYKOMUCIB, 3acHOBaHWU 1993 p. BHAaBHHUITBOM
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